
The Apollo Parent Buzz E-Newsletter 
Friday, March 12, 2021 

Updates from Mr. Hellman 
State Test Updates (3rd and 4th Grade Only): This year, New York State applied for a waiver so that they would not have to administer state tests this year. 

That waiver was rejected, which means there will still be state tests. We are still awaiting clarity on when and how these tests will be given as well as how 

they will be adapted given the constraints, we’ve faced in 2020-21. We will keep you posted as soon as we hear updates. 

 

We fully recognize this has not been a normal year. Because of that, state tests will have NO impact on students’ promotion to the next grade. We do, 

however, want to ensure students have a positive experience with the test this year and are as prepared as possible.  

 

To help get them prepared for this test and to further assess their progress this year, we will be giving a two-part diagnostic test on Tuesday, March 16th 

and Wednesday, March 17th. The diagnostic test will be eight questions total (1 hour long each day) and will take place during the humanities block. This 

test will have no impact on scholars’ grades and will be used primarily to adjust our curriculum and support for the remainder of the year. The diagnostic 

test is mandatory. 

 

If you have any questions or concerns, please reach out to your teacher or our 3-4 ELA Dean, Heather Rooney (HeatherRooney@achievementfirst.org). 

 

 

Apollo Middle School visits APES (March 19): As we get closer to the end of the year, Apollo Middle School and Apollo Elementary School are working 

hard to prepare our outgoing 4th graders for middle school. On March 19th, Apollo Middle School staff will be visiting 4th grade classrooms during the 

school day to talk to our scholars and answer questions they might have about middle school. Please feel free to join your scholar on that day as they 

hear from Mr. Melton and Ms. Sarda. Please reach out to AFapollomiddleschoolenrollment@gmail.com with any questions! 

AF Camp Open Enrollment (Current 3rd & 4th Grade Scholars only)- As the weather gets warmer, I anxiously await the arrival of summer and of AF Camp! 

AF Camp is a summer camp for Achievement First students in grades 4-8. Enrollment for AF Camp is now open for Summer 2021! Applications can be 

submitted here. I encourage you to visit our AF Camp Website and if you have any questions at all, please do not hesitate to reach out to the director 

Briana Mitchell via email, or by phone at 862-233-1898. For your reference, please see here for a short video guide for how to submit an application. I 

cannot wait to see you at camp this summer!  

 

My very best, 

 

Briana Michele Mitchell 
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https://afcamp.campintouch.com/ui/forms/application/camper/App
https://www.achievementfirstcamp.org/
mailto:briana@achievementfirstcamp.org
https://vimeo.com/469091626


Director of AF Camp 

 

Campus Portal: Winter Report Card Night is approaching, and we are all excited to speaking with all of you!! You may also know that we have given 

parents access to view grades and assignments on Campus Portal. Everyone should have received an email and a text message with an activation key 

(please check your spam folder). We created a How to Guide that will help create your account, as well as help you navigate Campus Portal. Should 

you have any questions, please feel free to reach out to your favorite Main Office Team!       

 

Scholar Materials from Distribution #3:  If you missed scholar material distribution on 2/25 & 2/26, please see below for the links to what your scholar will 

need by grade. Unfortunately, at this time, the main office team will not be making appointments if you missed the original dates. Thank you for your 

patience and understanding.  Please visit our homepage: www.ApolloES.org/FamilyResources 

 

Enrollment Letter Requests- If you are in need of an enrollment letter for your scholar(s), please complete this form; requests are completed within 24-48 

hours of receiving the request (excluding weekends, holidays and school breaks). Also, as a friendly reminder, the Main Office Team is working remotely 

and are not at the school. Should you need to contact us, please email us at ApolloES_MainOffice@achievementfirst.org.  

 

Hour with AF- Apollo ES School Overview (March 22)-Apollo Elementary will be hosting the last virtual Hour with A.F on March 22nd, from 6:00 – 7:00 PM. This 

event is for any family who wants to attend Apollo but would like to learn more about the school before enrolling. We will discuss what families can 

expect during the upcoming school year and provide a brief breakdown of our rules and regulations. If you know someone who would be interested in 

attending this event, please send them the following information:   

 

Location: Mr. Pierre-Louis’ Zoom room 

Link: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/hour-with-achievement-first-apollo-elementary-school-tour-tickets-135410363041?aff=ebdsoporgprofile  

Meeting ID: 881 9154 2132 

Passcode: Apollo 

Date/time: Monday, March 22, 2021 6:00 – 7:00 PM.  

Join By phone:  +13017158592 

 

Spread some joy! (ongoing)- Parents, we want to see what your kiddos are up to! Send photos to Ms. Veal (Shameikaveal@achievementfirst.org) or tag 

us on Instagram (IG: @achievement1st and @AFApollo_ES) for a chance to be featured on the main AF Instagram and Facebook page.   

Tech Updates 
Update-Chromebook Support: If your family needs a Chromebook or need to replace Chromebooks, please email the Main Office at 

ApolloES_MainOffice@achievementfirst.org for an appointment. Important: Families should use any troubleshooting tips provided by the main office team 

prior to making an appointment. Note: ALL tech pick-ups are by appointment only.  
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• Going forward, appointments will take place only on the following days of the week only: Monday AND Wednesday with two firm time slots 8am and 

4pm sharp; please be on time. We will call to confirm your appointment.  

• Pick-Ups will take place outside of Apollo’s main entrance at 350 Linwood Street Brooklyn, NY 11208; please to follow social distancing regulations 

when coming to your appointment.  

Counselor's Corner with Mrs. Bell 
Mrs. Bell’s Quote of the Week: 

"She believed she could, so she did.” – R.S. Grey 

 

 

“The Community Center” 

In this section, we highlight organizations in the community that offer a variety of services and programs. While we do not know enough about each 

organization to officially recommend them, we certainly welcome your thoughts and feedback on how helpful they might be to future Apollo families.  

 

This week’s highlight: Bedford Stuyvesant Community Partnership 

 

Bedford-Stuyvesant Community Partnership is an agency that provides resources and referrals for families in Brooklyn. They link families with their partner 

agencies to give them the care, guidance, and information they need, with their focus being specifically on the health and wellbeing of children and 

families. To find out more about the partnerships they have in the community and the topic-specific resources, such as housing, tax relief, DACA, COVID 

resources, and more, please visit their website here. 

“Beyond School Walls” 
 

Free Parenting Support Webinar -The Ackerman Institute has been providing support for families for years, and they continue that legacy through these 

trying times. On Thursday, April 8, they will be hosting a webinar called “Parenting Stress During Covid: Keeping You and Your Children Hopeful”. This 

session will be led by Eliana Gil, a leader in play therapy and parent-child relationships. For more information, click here. 
                                                                                                                                                

                                                                                                         

The Counselor’s Corner 

Please visit my page on our school homepage, ApolloES.org, under The Counselor’s Corner.  

                                                                                                   

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

If you scholar or family has needs around any of the above topics, please feel free to contact me: 

Apollo Office # (347) 471-2620 x23106 

Remote Office # (516) 670-5905 

https://bedstuycpp.org/
https://www.ackerman.org/free-parent-event/
http://www.apolloes.org/the-counselors-corner.html


Email HythiaBell@achievementfirst.org 

 

 

Student Experience with Ms. Holder 
Congratulations to all of the February READ-A-THON and Book Giveaway winners! This month, it could be your scholar! Read below on how to win! 

 

March Attendance Book Giveaway: Be sure to attend class on ZOOM every single day in order to win a chance at getting a book in the mail!! We will 

announce the Book Giveaway Winners at the end of the month during REACH Circle!  
 

March READ-A-THON!!  

What you need to know:  

• The March READ-A-THON will be held from March 1st through March 31th  

• Students will have to read books on Literacy Pro 

• Literacy Pro will track every minute you spend reading. 

• The goal is to read for 30mins or more every day with a grand total of 930+ mins for the entire challenge!  

Here’s How You Become A Winner- In order to win scholars MUST have the HIGHEST MINUTES READ on Literacy Pro. And of course, if your 

scholar wins this challenge, they get to choose their own  prize! That’s right, scholars get to CHOOSE THEIR OWN PRIZE! We will have one 

winner per grade. 

Women’s History REACH Activity (March 19)- Come join us on March 19th as Ms. Zeri presents a special activity during REACH Circle to celebrate Women’s 

History Month. 

 

 

Superhero Day (March 22)- Not all superheroes wear capes, sometimes they wear nurses’ scrubs, a UPS uniform or a police uniform. 

Scholars will dress up as real superheroes (for example, frontline/essential workers) or comic book superheroes. Please upload pictures of 

your scholar’s outfit to this form by 8pm on 3/22.  

 

If you have any questions, please contact me via email below! 

Email:NjumeaHolderleali@achievementfirst.org 

From the Main Office 
 <Click Here> to Update your contact information 

 <Click Here> to Submit medical forms  

 <Click Here> for Family Common Request (school letter, report card, etc.)  
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Upcoming Events 
Family Movie Night (3/17)- Join us on Wednesday, March 17 from 6-7:30 pm for a screening of “Brave”. Grab your snacks, laptop and enjoy. We 

will be starting the film promptly at 6:05pm in Ms. Veal’s Zoom room (see below). We look forward to seeing you there! 😊 

Link: https://achievementfirst.zoom.us/j/9818793830 

Password: Apollo 

 

 

Report Card Night (3/18)- Report Card Night will take place this upcoming Thursday, 3/18 from 1-6 p.m. by appointment only. If you have not 

scheduled an appointment with your scholar(s) teacher(s), please contact them via Class Dojo today! Also, please note that your favorite Main 

Office Team will be available to answer any questions or support with technology in Ms. McFarlane’s Zoom room (link below).  

Link: https://achievementfirst.zoom.us/s/2066225772 

Password: Apollo 

 

 

 

Spring Break- Apollo will be closed for Spring Break from 3/29-4/2. Remote learning resumes on Monday, 4/5/21 at 8:30am sharp! Please use this 

time to recharge and reconnect with your family. 😊 

 

 

Student Enrollment Center 

https://achievementfirst.zoom.us/j/9818793830
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 Calling all siblings! Open enrollment for 2021-22 has started! -  These uncertain times have highlighted the benefit of 

having all your scholars attend the same school or network. As you may already know; the enrollment period for Apollo 

Elementary is currently underway. We strongly urge you to submit the sibling application(s) before April 1, 2021 to 

guarantee a seat for the upcoming school year.  When submitting the application; be sure to indicate that the applicant 

already has a sibling attending AF on the form.   

• You can submit your application HERE  

 Refer-A-Friend to Achievement First for the 21-22 school year! - We are currently accepting applications for the 

upcoming 2021-22 school year.  If you know of anyone who is interested in applying to our school; please Refer-A-Friend 

here to enter their information. The Enrollment Team will make sure to reach out to them.  

• If you have any question, feel free to reach us at ApolloES_Enrollment@acheivementfirst.org  

  

 

Last Week’s Buzz 
Last Week’s Buzz: Please click below to access last week’s newsletter in both English and Spanish, in this section!  

• Parent Buzz 3-5-21 

Important Links to Bookmark 
Grade Wide Google Sites: In order to make your remote experience easier, we have made a website for each grade. Please save or bookmark this link for your 

future reference! Here are the links for each grade’s google site: 

• Kindergarten (Click Here) 

• First Grade (Click Here) 

• Second Grade (Click Here) 

• Third Grade (Click Here) 

• Fourth Grade (Click Here) 

Calendars 
 March 2021 Calendar (Click Here) 

 Annual Calendar (Click Here) 

Contact Us 
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Attachments: El boletín electrónico de Apollo 3.5 

 

 
 

 Main Office Email: ApolloES_MainOffice@achievementfirst.org  

 Main Office Number: 347-471-2620 

 Mr. Hellman’s Phone: 917-408-3188 

 School Fax #: 347-402-1103 

 School Homepage: www.ApolloES.org 

 Follow us on Instagram: AFApollo_ES  
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