
Dear Families,

We are incredibly excited to welcome your child into our school in just a few short months! The transition into
kindergarten can be challenging for many children, especially if they did not attend pre-K in a school building.
We will spend the first month of the school year working to build a classroom community and helping your child
adjust to being in a classroom setting at Achievement First. However, there are also many things you can do
over the next few months in order to help to set your child up for success. In the table on the following page,
you will find the TOP 15. These are the 15 skills that we believe will support students the most with their
transition into kindergarten. Please work with your child on these skills over the next few months. In this
packet, you will find:

● Page 2: A checklist of skills for you to work on with your child - When your child is able to do
something independently, put a star or a check in the box next to the skill. Once they are able to do it 3
times, you can say they have mastered the skill! You can add a special smiley face, sticker or
something else into the last box in the row. This should be submitted to your child’s teachers at the
beginning of the year to share what they have learned over the summer.

● Page 3-4: Ideas for ways to practice the skills - Some of the Top 15 skills can be practiced on
worksheets, however the majority will just be practiced during everyday life. You should practice with
your child in your home, when they are out playing, and during other small moments in the day.

● Page 5: Bingo card with skills for your child to fill out - Page 1 includes a checklist of skills for you
to use to keep track of what you are working on with your child. If your child also likes to keep track of
what they have learned, you can give them the bingo sheet to mark off when they have mastered a new
skill. If you have access to a printer, feel free to print this sheet. Otherwise, you can copy the bingo
sheet onto your own piece of paper and hang it up somewhere in your home.

● Page 6: Digital Resources - If you would like to provide your child with additional opportunities to
practice literacy and math skills, you can reference this list of digital resources.

● Page 7 + Separate Packets: Worksheets – We have provided packets if your child enjoys practicing
skills on worksheets. If you have access to a printer, you can print out the worksheet pages. However, if
you do not have access to a printer, you will be able to copy most questions onto paper that you have in
your home.
The worksheets include a few additional math and literacy skills that will support your child’s readiness
for kindergarten, including rhyming, beginning sounds, and simple sight words.

We look forward to meeting you and your child in person in  September!

Sincerely,
Lindsey Smith

Kindergarten Academic Dean
LindseySmith@achievementfirst.org
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TOP 15 Kindergarten Readiness Checklist
Skill I did this on

my own!
I did this on
my own!

I did this on
my own!

I have
mastered this
skill!

School Readiness

I can dress myself (put on and off, button,
zip, buckle)

I can put on and tie/velcro my shoes.

I can say my address and the phone number
of a grown up in my house.

I can say the names of my
parents/guardians.

I can follow a multi-step direction.

I can use scissors.

I can try 2-3 strategies to solve a problem.

Math

I can count to 20.

I can recognize and write numbers to 10.

I can count a group of up to 10 objects.

I can recognize shapes. (circle, square,
rectangle, triangle).

Literacy

I can recognize my first and last name.

I can write my first name and say the letters
in my name.

I know some letters in the alphabet. (At least
15)

I can listen to a story without interrupting and
then talk about the story.

Ideas for Practicing the Top 15 Kindergarten Readiness Skills
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School Readiness

I can dress myself (put on
and off, button, zip,
buckle)

- Allow your child to
choose what they want
to wear in the morning.
Have them dress
independently,
including zipping
zippers and buckling
pants and belts.

- When possible, leave a
few extra minutes for
getting ready before
you need to rush out
the door. Have your
child put on and zip
their own coat. Do the
same thing when you
return home!

I can put on and tie/velcro
my shoes.

- When possible, leave a
few extra minutes for
getting ready before
you need to rush out
the door. Have your
child put on and
tie/buckle/velcro their
own shoes!

I can follow a multi-step
direction.

- Ask your child to help
out when getting ready
for a meal - “Put the
plates on the table and
then go and get your
brother and sister.”

- Have your child get
ready for bed on their
own - “Brush your teeth
and then choose the
book you want to read.”

I can try 2-3 strategies to
solve a problem.

- Talk with your child
about things they can
do when they have a
problem. Create a list
and hang it in your
house.

- When your child is
frustrated and asks for
your help, ask them if
they tried anything from
the list first!

- Present your child with
a problem and have
them come up with
ways to help solve it
(i.e. The living space is
messy. What would you
do to clean it up?)

Math

I can count to 20.

- Practice counting to 20 at
least 1 time per day.

- Do 20 exercises and count
as you go (hopping,
jumping, clapping).

- Count how long it takes to
do something.

- Count how many steps it
takes to get somewhere.

I can count a group of up to 10 objects.

- You can count anything!
- When you are in the store, ask your

child to count out 3 of the items that
you need.

- Ask your child to put 3 plates on the
table.

- Ask your child to count the number of
X you have left in your refrigerator.

- Ask your child to build a tower with
blocks and then count how many the
used to build.

I can recognize shapes (circle,
square, rectangle, triangle).

- Do a shape hunt in your house! Ask
your child to find as many of each
shape that they can.

- On a walk/bike ride/trip to the park,
go on a shape hunt outside.

- Practice drawing and cutting out
different shapes.

- Cut out a few different shapes and
allow your child to create a picture
with them. As they build, ask them
what shapes they are using.

Literacy

I can recognize my first
and last name.

I can write my first name
and say the letters in my

I know some letters in the
alphabet.

I can listen to a story
without interrupting and

3



- Give your child a piece
of paper with their
name. Then have them
build their name with
magnetic letters, puzzle
pieces or letters cut out
from a magazine.

- Go on a name hunt by
putting post-its around
the room (some with
your child’s name) and
have him/her find her
name. (You can also
put one letter on each
post it and have them
find all the post-its to
build their name)

name.

- Post your child’s name
on a piece of paper in
the room. Have them
practice writing it every
day.

- When your child
creates a piece of
artwork, remind them to
always sign their name.

- Have your child make a
name sign to hang on
the door of their room
or over their bed.

- Whenever your child
writes their name, ask
them to say the letters.

- Have your child
practice building their
name using magnetic
letters, puzzle pieces,
letters cut out from
magazines. As they
build their name, they
should say the letters.

- Go on a letter hunt.
Choose a letter and
then go and look for it
in books, signs on the
street, magazines, etc.

- Give your child a letter
and then have them
use their fingers to
trace letters in the air
when waiting on line in
a store.

- Play letter “I spy” when
walking around the
neighborhood... “I spy
with my little eye a
green T”

then talk about the story.

- Read with your child
every day!

- Choose a story to read
and ask your child to
wait until the end to talk
about it or ask
questions.

- Choose a story to read
and ask your child to
wait until you pause to
ask questions.

- Talk about the story
when you finish. Ask
your child questions
about what they read.
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Top 15 Bingo Card

I can use
scissors.

I know some
letters in the
alphabet. (At
least 15)

I can follow a
multi-step
direction.

I can recognize
and write
numbers to 10.

I can dress
myself (put on
and off, button,
zip, buckle)

I can write my
first name and
say the letters in
my name.

I can say the
names of my
parents/guardi
ans.

I can listen to a
story without
interrupting and
then talk about
the story.

I can try 2-3
strategies to
solve a problem.

I can recognize
my first and
last name.

I can count to 20. I can put on and
tie/velcro my
shoes.

I can say my
address and
the phone
number of a
grown up in my
house.

I can recognize
shapes. (circle,
square,
rectangle,
triangle).

I can count a
group of up to 10
objects.

5



Digital Resources

Name App or
Websit

e

How this can help my child Cost

Kahn Kids
Academy

App Lots of games and activities to support
early literacy and math skills.

Free

ABC Mouse App Lots of games and activities to support
early literacy and math skills.

$10 per month

EPIC Both EPIC provides an incredible collection
of texts for you to read with your child.
Some texts are read aloud and some
you can read to your child.

Free until 6/30,
$7.99 a month
after that

Read A to Z Website Access to literacy books and activities Free for
remainder of the
year

Headsprout Website Early literacy program that adapts to
students needs

Free for
remainder of the
year

Story Online Website Includes Read Alouds of great books
read by celebrities

Free

ABCya Both Math and literacy games and lessons Free on website
or platinum
membership is
9.99 a month

Education.com Website Includes math and literacy games for
preschool

Free

Funbrain Jr. Both Includes games, books, lessons for
kindergarten readiness

Website- free
App- $1.99
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https://learn.khanacademy.org/khan-academy-kids/
https://learn.khanacademy.org/khan-academy-kids/
https://www.abcmouse.com/
https://www.getepic.com/app/edu-dashboard
https://www.learninga-z.com/site/lp2/covid19?utm_source=razkids&utm_medium=banner&utm_campaign=90_day&_ga=2.71030992.1599234860.1587137626-836704924.1586961066#parents
https://www.learninga-z.com/site/lp2/covid19?utm_source=razkids&utm_medium=banner&utm_campaign=90_day&_ga=2.71030992.1599234860.1587137626-836704924.1586961066#parents
https://www.storylineonline.net/
https://www.abcya.com/subscribe
https://www.education.com/games/preschool/
http://www.funbrainjr.com/games/


Skill Building Packets

● Each packet contains a table of contents that lists out which skills your child can
practice on different pages.

● Each packet contains a variety of resources: worksheets, games, and activities.
● We have tried to format all resources for you to be able to copy the questions

onto a separate piece of paper or create the game materials on your own.
● The games that can be played multiple times once you have created the

materials!
● Ms. Terzakos has also created a website you can use to practice with your child:

https://sites.google.com/achievementfirst.org/apollo-kinder-resources/home
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https://sites.google.com/achievementfirst.org/apollo-kinder-resources/home

